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C. Examination of the Variations in the
luminosity of the Sun and Moon.

The increase in the luminosity of the moon from
the first day of the lunar month till full moon, and
a decrease thereafter till the new moon is considered
by some moderns as a defect, and therefore the moon
is thought to be inferior to the Sun. According to
the variations of the earth's shadow falling on the
moon, we get the impression that the moon's luminosity
increases or decreases. But. the Parashakti (Supreme
Power) in the moon neither increases nor decreases
in luminosity. The morning Sun is not so luminous
as the mid-day Sun. Sun s luminosity too increases
from sunrise till noon, and then decreases till noon,
and then decreases till sun-set. This is called the daily
Pralaya. Also, we get the impression that the Sun's
luminosity goes down in Dakshinayana (the six months
during which the Sun's motion in- declination is
southwards), and increases in Uttarayana (the six months
during which the sun's motion in declination is northwards).
If moderns argue that the Sun's luminosity does not
undergo variations, we have to reply them to apply
the same to the moon.

We must understand the fundamental principle which
is indicated by the variations in the luminosity of the
Sun and the Moon. Every animal or object is subject
to a variation in its brightness. From the moment a
child is born till he attains the age of youth, the
'Kala* grows, and the body grows. After youth is past,
Kala' begins to decrease, oldage sets in, and the body
declines. In like manner, the physical universe too is
subject to increase of kala at first, and then a decrease
till it finally vanishes. In other words, barring the Supreme
Being no animal or object is of a permanent nature.
The Sun and the Moon are subject to variations in
luminosity just to bring home this truth. The variations
in luminosity will also figure in the chapter on the
world's wheel of time (Chapter IV).